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1  The 10 million or so pastoralists in Ethiopia describe themselves as people who 
raise livestock. The English doesn’t do justice to the complex of social, institutional, 
religious, environmental, political, economic and ethical terrain that the title means for 
them. As societies within the Ethiopian polity, they are currently struggling for 
recognition (Scott-Villiers 2006). Similar efforts are going on in other pastoralist societies 
in Africa and elsewhere. 
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2  Conversation notes, Yaballo, Ethiopia 4/12/07 
3  A staple bread from the highlands of Ethiopia 
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4  Conversation notes, Haro Bake, Ethiopia 5/12/07 
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5  From now on I will use (TM #) to refer to the relevant page in Gadamer’s Truth 
and Method, Second Revised Edition 1993, Sheed and Ward, translated by Joel 
Weinsheimer and Donald G. Marshall. 
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6  From now on I will use (BT: #, §#) to refer to the relevant page and section in 
Heidegger’s 1927 masterwork, Being and Time, 2008 Harper Perennial edition, translated 
by John Macquarrie and Edward Robinson. 
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7  Boscia senegalensis 
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8  Calotropis procera 
9  Dalbergia melanoxylon 
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10  Interview with Jarso Guyo Mokku, April 2008, Nairobi 
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11  A hayyu is a councillor and a judge. The gadaa council of the Borana consists of 
one hayyu from each of the major clans of the Borana. The same system is used 
by most of the different Oromo groups. 
12  The abaa gadaa is the ‘father of the gadaa Council’ spiritual leader and convenor 
of the council. 
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13  A narcotic leaf. 
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14  The meeting took place in June 2004 and was attended by about 150 pastoralist 
elders and 50 government and NGO representatives. 
15  The shade is the place of the meeting which is under the shade of a tree. In 
Borana culture and that of many other pastoralists I have met, it is also the 
symbolic place of decisions and judgements. Shades are temporary and they 
become so by prayer and by the presence of the correct people. 
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